268________________Sri Raghavendra

should be conducive to your recovery. Why not you try
this course of action?'

Is it to Mantralaya?...'

'Yes! You studied well and got your degree. But an
illiterate cowherd, Venkanna, through the grace of Sri
Raghavendra, served as a Diwan with distinction, for
which there are historical recordings. These are not
imaginary stories and in fact you could delve into them in
various writings. I am not however putting it across that
you should transform yourself overnight and become a
devout person. I am only advising you to go on a visit to
Mantralaya. You need not worship Sri Raghavendra at
that place.   Just have your bath there in the
Tungabhadra. Even that I am suggesting, only because
it is a daily routine that you are accustomed to and notfor
the sake of worshipping Sri Raghavendra. In the
Tungabhadra, even other creatures take their dip, like us
humans. And those having their bath in that river don't
do it for the sake of Sri Raghavendra,* he said and with a
pause added, 'What do you say about this?'

Kamalakar Joshi, on hearing these words, slowly
exhibited signs of some inclination to visit Mantralaya.
The thought that without compromising his atheistic
principles he could go there, blossomed in his mind.

'Alright, as desired by you, I shall come to
Mantralaya.  But I should not be subjected to any
compulsions' said the young boy to his parents. The
elders too agreed to their son's demand and started to
the holy place, accompanied by him.

On reaching Mantralaya and setting his foot there,
Kamalakar Joshi did not feel anything spectacular about
the place.